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From the Christian Herald. 

The day which gave birth to the first 
Society formed for “th yurpose of encou- 
raging ‘the universal diffusion of the Holy 
Scriptures, without note or comment, 


forms a glorieus epoch i in the ayn! of 


the Christian Charch. The genious which 
conceived the design, and the talents 
which framed the plan, of collecting, con- 
centrating and applying the resources of 
a great Christian empire, to effect tat 
sublime object, have distinguished claims 
to the respect and gratitude of mankind. 
They are the more ‘deserving of our ad- 
miration and our love, because their sole 
end is God’s glory, and man’s best happi- 
bess. 

To the land of our forefathers we are 
indebted for this noble display of liuman 
wisdom and beneficence. 

Through the instrumentality of that ad- 
mirable ‘establishment i in Great-Britain, 
hundreds of thousands of the destitute of 
our fallen race have been put in possessi- 
on of the precions gift which contains 
“the words of eternal life: and millions 
yet unborn shall rise to call them blessed, 
by whose means they shall enjoy this 
heavenly boon. 

The zeal which animates the bosoms of 
Christians who support that venerable in- 

stitution, has excited a kindred ardour in 
other countries for the dissemination of 
revealed truth, which, while it gives dig- 
nity to the Christian character, affords a 
bright prospect of unspeakable blessings 
about to be conferred on a benighted 
world. Other nations, however, in ec: -atch- 
ng the noble ardour, have not at first 
pursued che comprehensive, but simple, 
plan of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
cety. In their zeal to attain the end, 
‘hey have overlot ked, or underrated, the 
ext ellence of the means employed by the 
parent institution, The great Eurencan 
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nations who have embarked in this enter- 

prize, on a late review of their proceed- 
ings in this respect, have discovered their 
mistake, wisely retraced their steps, and 
are following the example of that magnifi- 
cent society, whose unparalleled success 
is manifestly ascribable, in a prodigious 
degree, as human means, to the sc/eme 
of their establishment. 

The Christians in this country, who for 
afew years past have felt something of 
the sacred impulse which prompts tothe 
exercise of this heavenly charity, have 
committed the saine error, in the outset, 
as.the nations last mentioned, by form- 
ing a number of local and limited Bible 
Societies. These, though many have 
been useful toa certain extent in advanc- 
ing the good cause, have altogether come 
far short of the grand example set them 
by the parent Socie!y,—tar short of what 
is $0 justly to be expected from the Chris- 
tian zeal of this large and wealthy com- 
munity, when their exertions shall be 
embodied and directed by a more judici- 
ous and efficient system of operations. 

A brighter day ‘has at length dawned 
upon our land. ‘Christians here likewise 
have now undertaken a great work, which 
we trust will exalt the religious charac- 
ter of this part of the world, and make 
our Bible Institutions more worthy of, as 
they will bear a nearer resemblance to, 
the noble parent from whence they spring. 
The sun has never gilded a brighter da 
in this Western hemisphere, than when it 
shone on the late Convention, which laid 
the foundation of our great National In- 
etitution, THE AMEVICLN BIBLE 
SOCIETY; nor were its founders ever 
more highly honored, than by being em- 
ployed in the execution of that sublime 
duty, that invaluable underta’ing. 

We trust that He who worketh in us 
both to wil! and todo of his good pleasure, 
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while we ascribe to Him the glory of his 
blessed work, will smile on the eflorts of 
his servants whom he is pleased to honer 
as instruments in accomplishing it. 

We are happy to be enabled to give in 
this number of our paper, the following 
account of the Convention above men- 
tioned, of the constitution of the Society 
which they formed, of the names of its 
first Board of Managers, and of its Ad- 
dress to the citizens of the United States, 
as copied from the pampliet lately pub- 
lished by its direction. 

At a meeting of Delegates from difter- 
ent Bible Societies, convened in the Con- 
sistory Room of the reformed Dutch 
Church, on the 8th day of May, 1816; 
Josnua M. Wa tack, esq. of New-Jer- 
sey, was chosen President of the Con- 
vention, and the Rey. Dr. Joun B. Ro- 
MeyN, and Rev. Lymaw Breecuen, Se- 
cretaries, 

The meeting was then opened with 
prayer by the Rey. Dr. Norv. 

The following persons appeared as De- 
legates :— 

Rev. Pr. Spring, from the Merrimack 
Bible Society ; Rev. Mr. Humphreys, 
Rev, Dr. I. Lewis,* Fairfield do.; Rev. 
Dr. John M. Mason, Rev. Dr. Philip Mil- 
ledoler, Rev. Dr. John B. Romeyn, Rev. 
Mr. J. Williams, Rev. Mr. Gardiner 
Spring, Wew-York do.; Rev. Dr. Brad- 
ford, Rev. Dr. Neil, Rev. Mr. Chester, 
Albany do.; Mr. Wm. Williams, Gen. 
John pe Fle Oneida do.: Rev. An- 
drew Oliver, Rev. Eli F. Cooley, Mr. 
James Cooper, Otsego do.; Mr. Guysbert 
B. Vroom, Mr. Henry W. Warner, Mr. 
W.C. Mulligan, Mr. Robert Sedgwick, 
New-York Auxiliary do. ; Rev. Dr. E. 
Nott, Union College do.; Rev. Dr. 8. 
Blatchford, Rensselaer and Saratoga Bi- 
ble Societies; Rev. Dr. John Bassett, 
Rey. Mr. Sayre, Rev. Mr. D. 8S. Bogart, 
Mr. A. Van Sinderin, Mr. Chas. Wright, 
Long-Island do.; Rev. R. Forest, Jiela- 
ware do.; Mr. Levi Callender, Mr. Orin 
Day, Greene do.; Mr. Joshua M. Wal- 
lace, Mr. Samuel Bayard, Rev. Dr. J. 
Richards, Rev. Mr.G.S. Woodhull, Rev. 
J. M‘Dowell, Mew-Jersey do.; Mr. Tho- 
wnas J. Biggs, Mr. J. W. Platt, .Vassau- 


The gentlemen marked (*) caine in afier the 
Convention was formed, and before the adop- 
tion of the Constitution and Address. 


Hall do.; Rev. Mr. David Jones, Mr, ¢ 
Hornblower, Newark do. ; Mr. John RE 
Caldwell, Female Bible Society of Buy. 
lington, and do.of Kingston ; Rev. Mr,8 
Wilmer, Gloucester Bible Sacicty; My 
M.SjClarke, Franklin do; Rev. Mr Jy. 
Rice, Virginia, Frederick, Norfolle.ang 
Petersburg Bible Societies; Mr. W. By nd, 
Lynchburg do. gs” Rev. Dr. Hall, Worth. 
Carolina do. ; Rey, Dr. J. Blythe, Key. 
tucky do.; Mr. i. Ford, Cayuga do, ; 
Rev. D. A. Proudfit, Washington coy). 
ty. M. V. do. 

The following gentlemen, though not 
formally commissioned as Delegates; 
yet appearing from satisfactory evidence 
to be substantial representatives of their 
respective Societies, or of a number of 
members thereof, for all the purposes 
contemplated by this Convention, wer 
admitted to seats, viz : 

Rev. Mr: Lyman Beecher, Mr. Ichabod 
Skioner, Rev. Mr. N. W. ‘Taylor, (on. 
necticut Bible Soceity; Rev. Dr. J. Morse 

Jvom the Midlesea:, New-Hampshire, and 
Dartmouth University Bible Societies ; 
Mr. William Jay, from the West-Chester 
Auxiliary Bible Society; Rev. Mr. len- 
shaw, Mr. Joshua Sands, Gen. Swift,’ 
Bible and Common Prayer- Boul: Society 
of Long-Island. 

The following gentlemen were also re- 
ceived as members, viz: 

John Murray,* Thomas Eddy,* Joha 
Griscom,* Dr. Valentine Mott,* of tle 
Society af Friends. 

On motion, 

Resolved unanimously, ‘That it be ex- 
pedient to establish, without delay, a Ge- 
neral Bible Institutien, for the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, without note 
or comment. 7 

A committee consisting of Dr. Nort, 
Dr. Masow, Mr. Bayarn, Mr. Wiiore, 
Mr. Beecurr, Cuas. Wricut, Mr. 
Rice. Mr. Jones, Dr. Morse, Mr. Jay, 
and Dr. Bryrnur, was appointed to 
prepare the plan of a constitution of the 
said Society 3 and an address to the pu)- 
lic, on the nature and objects thereof. 

And the convention adjourned until 
the morning of Friday, the 11th instant 
at eleven o’clock. 

The convention met according to 44 
journment, and their committee laid be- 
fore them the draft ef a constitution, 


which having been read first in the whole 











and afterwards by paragraphs, and care- 
fully considered, was unanimously a- 
dupted 5 and is hereunto annexed. —, 

[he committee reported also an ad- 
dress to the public, which in like man- 
ner, was unanimously approved, and is 
jereunto annexed, 

The convention then proceeded to the 
choice of es of the American Bi- 
ble Society for the current year, and the 
f llowing persons were unanimously cho- 
gon, Viz 

Henry Rutgers, John Bingham, Rich- 
ard Varick, Thomas Farmar, Stephen 
Van Reusselaer, Samuel Boyd, George 
Suckley, Divie Bethune, William Bay- 
ard, Peter MsCarty, Thomas Shields, 
Robert Ralston, John R. B. Rodgers, Dr. 
Peter Wilson, Jeremiah Evarts, John 
Watts, M.D. Thomas Eddy, William 
Johnson, Ebenezer Burrell, And’w Gif- 
ford, George Gosman, Thomas Carpen- 
ter, Leonard Bleecker, John Cauldwell, 
Rufus King, Thos. Stokes, Joshua Sands, 
George Warner, De Witt Clinton, John 
Warder, Sam. Bayard, Duncan P. Camp- 
bell, John Aspinwall, John Mutray, jr. 
Charles Wright, Cornelius Heyer. 

After due notice of their appointment, 
the managers met in the City Hall, on 
the 11th May, and unanimously elected 
the fullowing persons to the offices for 
which they are named respectively. 


President—Hon. E.tas Boupinort, of 
New-Jersey. 


Vice-Presidents—Hon.Johu Jay, Mat- 
thew Clarkson, esq. Hon. Smith Thomp- 
son, of New-York ; Hon. Joha Langdon, 
of New-Hampshire ; Hon. Caleb Strong, 
Hon. William Gray, of Massachusetts ; 
Hon. John Cotton Smith. of Connecticut; 
Hor. Jonas Galusha, of Vermont ; Hor. 
Whliam Jones, of Rhode-Island : Hon. 
Isaac Shelby, George Madison, esq. of 
Kentucky ; Hon. William Tilghman, of 
Pennsylvania ; Hon. Bushrod Washing - 
ton, William Wirt, esq. of Virginia ; 
Hon, Charles C, Pinckney, of South-La- 
rolina ; Ton. William Gaston, of North 
Carolina ; Hon. Thomas Worthington, 
of Ohio: Hon. Thomas Posey, of India- 
“a; Hon. James Brown, of Lonisana ; 
John Bolton, esq. of Georgia : Hen. Fe- 
lix Grundy, of Tennessee; Robert Oliver, 
ej. of Maryland ; Joseph Nourse. esq. 
of the District of Columbia. 
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Secretary for Foreign Correspondence 
—Rev. Dr. John M. Mason. 

Secretary for Domestict Correspordence 
—Rev. De. John B. Romeyn. 

Treasurer—Richard Varick, esquire. 

Information of the above choice was 
communicated by a committee of the ma- 
nagers to the convention, who having Le- 
fore resolved, that the first annua! meet- 
ing of the “ American Bible Society” be 
held in the city of New-York; aid the 
business of the convention being vow ac- 
coinplished, their meeting was closed 
with prayer, by the Rey. Mr. Witmer, 
and the convention was (dissolved. 

CONSTITUTION, 

I. The Society shall be known by the 
name of Tue AmeRIcAN Briere Socir- 
ty, of which the sole object shall be to 
encourage a wider circulation of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures withvut note or comment, 
The only copies in the English language 
to be circulated by the Society, shall be 
of the version now in common use. 

If. This Society shall add its endea- 
vours to those employed by other Socie- 
ties, for circulating the Scriptures thro’- 
out the United States and their territo- 
ries; and shall furnish them with stere- 
otype plates, or such other assistance as 
circumstances may require. aie Suci- 
ety shall also, according to its ability, ex- 
tend its influence to other countries, whe- 
ther Christian, Mahometan or Pagan, 

ltl. All Bible Societies shall be al- 
lowed to purchase at cost from the Soci- 
ety, Bibles for distribution within their 
own districts. The members of all such 
Bible Societies as shall agree to place 
their surplus revenue, alter supplying 
their own districts with Bibles. at the 
disposal of this S: ciety, shall be entitled 
to vote in all meetings ef the Society ; 
and the officers of such Sucieties shall be 
ex officio, directors of this, 

IV. Each subscriber of three dollars 
annually, shall be a member. 

V. Each subscriber of thirty dollars at 
one time shall be a member for life. 

Vi. Each subscriber of fifteen dollars 
annually shall be a director. 

Vil. Each subscriber of one hundred 
and fifty dollars at one time, or who-shall 
by one additional payment, increase his 
e-iginal subscription to one hundred and 
fifty dollars, s'iall be a director for life. 




























































VIII, Directors shall be entitled to at- 
tend and vote at all meetings of the board 
of managers. 

{X. A Board of Managers shall be ap- 
peated to conduct the business of the 
Society, consisting of thirty-six laymen, 
of whom twenty-four shall reside in the 
city of New-York orits vicinity. One 
fourth part of the whole number shall go 
out of office at the expiration of each 
year, but shall be re-eligible. 

Every minister of the Gospel, who is 
a member vf the Society, shall be enti- 
tled to meet and vote with the board of 
managers, and be possessed of the same 
powers as a manager himself. 

The managers shall appoint all officers 
and call special general meetings, and 
fill such vacancies as may occur, by 
death or otherwise, in their beard. 

X. Each member of the Society shal! 
be entitled, under the direction of the 
board of managers, to purchase Bibles 
and Testaments, at the Society’s prices, 
which shall be as low as possible. 

XL. The annual meetings of the Suci- 
ety, shall be held at New-York or Phita- 
delphia, at the option of the Society, on 
the second Tuesday in May, in each 
year; when the managers shall be cho- 
sen, the accounts presented, and the 
proceedings of the foregoing year re- 
ported. 

Xli. The President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, and Sccretaries, for the time 
heing, shall be considered, ea officio, 
members of the board of managers. 

XIU. At the general meetings of the 
Society, and the meetings of the mana- 

ers, the President, or in his absence, the 

ice-President first on the list then pre- 
sent; and in the absence of the Vice- 
Presilents, such members as shall be ap- 
pointed for that purpoge, shall preside at 
the meeting. 

XIV. The managers shall meet on the 
first Wednesday in each month, or oft- 
ner. if necessary, at such place in the ci- 
ty of New-York, as they shall from time 
to time adjourn to, 

XV. Phe managers shall have tlie pow- 
erof appointing such persons as have 
rendered essential service to the Society 
either members for life, or directors fur 
life. 

XVI. The whole minutes of every 
meeting shal! be signed by the chairman. 


380 


XVIT. No alteration shail be made t, 

this Constitution, except by the Society 

at an annual meeting, en the recomme;. 

dation of the Board of Managers. 
ADDRESS 

To the People of the United States, 

Every person of observation has jp. 
maked that (he times are pregnant with 
great events. The political world has uy. 
dergone changes stupendous, unexpect. 
ed, and calculated to inspire thoughtfy| 
men with the most Loding anticipations, 

That there are in reserve, occurrences 
of deep, of lasting, and of general jute. 
rest, appears to be the common senij. 
ment. Such a sentimeut has not bee, 
excited without a cause, and does vot ex, 
ist without ar object. The cause is tu be 
sought in that Providence which adapta, 
with wenderful exactitude, means {y 
evds; and the object is too plain to be 
mistaken by those who carry a sense of 
religion into speculations upun the pre- 
seut and the future condition of our af: 
flicted race. 

An excitement, as extraordinary as it 
is powerful, has roused the natious to tle 
importance of spreading the knowledge 
of the oue living and true God, as reveal- 
etl in hisSon, the Mediator between God 
and men, Jesus Christ. ‘This excitement 
is more worthy of notice, as it has fol- 
lowed a period of philosophy, falsely so 
called, and has gone in the track of those 
very schemes, which under the imposiug 
names of reason and liberality, were al- 
tempting to seduce mankind from ai! 
which can bless the life that is, or shed 
a cheering radiance on the life that is to 
come. 

We hail the re-action, as auspicious te 
whatever is exquisite in human enjoy: 
ment, or precious to human hope. We 
would fly to the aid of all that is holy, 
against all thatis profane. Of the purest 
interest of the community, of the family, 
and the individual, against the conspir- 
cy of darkness, disaster, and death—t 
help on the mighty work of Christian 
charity—to claiin our place in the age @y 
Bibles. 

We have, indeed, the secondary praist; 
but still the praise, of treading in the 
footsteps of those who have set an exati- 
ple without parallel—an example of the 
most unbounded benevolence and benifi- 
cence ; and it cannot be te us a source @ 
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avy pain, that it has been set by those 
who are of one blood with the most of 
ourselves; and has been embodied in a 
form so noble and so Catholic, as * The 
British & Foreign Bible Society.” 

Theimpulse which that institution, ten 
thousand times more alorious than all 
the exploits of the sword, has given to the 
conscience of Kurope, and to the slum- 
beriuag hope of millions in the region and 
shadow of death, demonstrates to Chiris- 
tians of every country what they cannot 
do by insulated zeal; and what they can 
do by co-operation. 

In the United States we want nothing 
but concert to perform achievements as- 
tonishing to ourselves, dismaying to the 
adversaries of truth and piety ; and most 
encouraging to every evangelical effort, 
on the surface of the globe. 

No spectacle can be so illustrious in 
itself, so touching to man, or so grateful 
to God, as a nation pouring forth its de- 
yotion, its talents, and it treasure, for 
the kindom of the Saviour, which is righ- 
teousness and peace. 


[f there be a single mezsure which can 
overrule objection, subdue opposition, 
and cominand exertion, this is the mea- 
sure. ‘That all our voices, all our affec- 
tions, all our hands, should be joined in 
the grand design of promoting “ peace 
on earth aud good will toward man’’— 
that they should resist the advance of mi- 
sery—should carry the light of instruc- 
tion into the dominions of ignorance, and 
the balm of joy to the soul of anguish ; 
and all this by diffusing the oracles of 
God—addresses to the understanding an 
argument which cannot be encountered, 
and to the heart an appeal which its ho- 
liest emotions rise up to second. 

Under such impressions,and with such 
views, fathers, brethren, feliow-citizens, 
the Imerican Bible Societyhas been form- 
ed. Local feelings, party prejudices, 
sectarian prejudices, are excluded by its 
‘ery nature. [ts members are leagued 
that, and in that alone, which cal!!s up 
every hallowed, and puts down every 
unhallowed, principle—the dissemina- 
tion of the Scriptures in the received 
versions where they exist, and in the 
most faithful where they may be requir- 
ed. In sucha work, whatever is digni- 
fied, kind, venerable, true las ample 
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scope: while sectarian littleness & cival- 
ries can find no avenue of admission. 

The only question is, whether an ob- 
ject of such undisputed magnitude can 
be best attained by a national Society, or 
by indepent associations, in friendly un- 
derstanding and correspondence. 

Without entering into the details of 
this inquiry, we may be permitted to 
state, in a few words, our reasons of pre- 
ference to a national Society supported 
by local Societies and by individaals 
throughout our country, — 

Concentrated action is powerful ac- 
tion. The same powers, when applied 
by a common direction, will produce ve- 
sults impossible to their divided and par- 
tial exercise. <A nutional object unites 
national feeling and coueurrence. Uni- 
ty of a great systein combines energy of 
effect with economy of means. Accumu- 
lated intelligence interests and animates 
the public mind. And the Catholic ef- 
forts of a country, thus harmonized, give 
her a place in the moral convention of 
the world; and enable her to act direct- 
}y upon the universal plans of happiness 
which are now pervading tle nations. 

It is true, that the prodigious territory 
of the United States—the increase of 
their population, which is gaining every 
day upon their moral cultivation—and 
the dreadful consequences which will 
ensue from a people’s oufgrowing the 
knowledge of eternal life, aud reverting 
to a species of heathenism, whict shall 
have all the address and profligacy of ci- 
vilized society, without any religious 
control, present a sphere of action which 
may for a long time employ and engross 
the cares of this Seciety, and of all tle 
local Bible Societies of the land. 

In the distinct anticipation of such an 
urgency, one of the main objects of the 
American Bidle Society, is, vot merely 
to provide a suffiotency of well printed 
and accurate editions of the Scriptures ; 
but also to furnish great districts of the 
American continent with well executed 
stereotype plates, for their cheap and 
extensive diffusion throughout regions 
which are now scantily supplied at a dis- 
couraging expense; and which, never- 
theless, open a wide and prepared field 
fur the reception of revealed truth. 

Yet, let it not be supposed, that geo- 


graphical or political limits are to be the 
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limits of the .?merican Bible Society.— 
That desigiation is meant to indicate, 
not the restriction of their labour, but the 
source of its emanation. They will 
embrace, with thankfulness and plea- 
sure. every opportunity of raying ou’, by 
means of the Bible, according to ther 
ability, the light of life and immortality, 
to such parts of the world, as are desti- 
tute of the blessing, and are within their 
reach. In this high vocation, their am- 
bition is to be the fellow-workers with 
them who are fellow-workers with God. 
People of the United States, 

Tlave you ever been invited to an en- 
terprise of such grandeur and glory ?— 
Do you not value the Holy Scriptures ? 
Value them as containing your sweetest 
hope: your most thrilling joy ? Can you 
subinit to the thought that you should be 
torpid in your endeavours to disperse 
them, while the rest of Christendom is 
awake and alert ? Shall you hang back, 
iv heartless indifference, when Princes 
come down from their thrones, to bless 


the cottage of the poor withthe Gospel of 


peace: and Imperial Sovereigns are ga- 
thering their fairest honours from spread- 
ing abroad the oracles of the Lord your 
God 2? Is it possiile that you should not 
see, in this state of human things, a 
mighty motion of Divine Providence ? 
The most heavenly charity treads close 
upon the march of conflict and blood !— 
The world is at peace! Scarce has the 
soldier time to unbind his helmet, and 
wipe away the sweat from his brow, ere 
the voice of mercy succeeds to the cla- 
rion of battle, and calls the nations from 
camity to love! Crowned heads bow 
to the Head which is to wear “ many 
crowns: and, for the first time since 
the promulgation of Christianity, appear 
to act in unison for the recognition of its 
gracious principles,as being fraught alike 
with happiness to man & honour to God. 

What has created so strange, so beni- 
ficent an alteration ? This is, no doubt, 
the doing of the Lerd, and it is marvel- 
Jous in our eyes. But what instrument 
has he thought fit chiefly to use? ‘That 
which contributes, in all latitudes and 
climes, to make Christians feel their uni- 
ty, to rebuke the spirit of strife, and to 
open upon them the day of brotherly con- 
cord—the Bible! the Bible !—tlireugh 
Bible Societies ! 


Come then, fellow-Citizens, fellow. 
Christians, let us join in the sacred cove. 
nant. Let ne heart be cold; no hand be 
idle; no purse reluctant! Come while 
rvom is left fur us in the ranks whose toi] 
is goodness, and whose recompense jg 
victory. Come cheerfully, eagerly, ge. 
perally. Be it impressed on your souls, 
that a contribution, saved from even a 
cheap indulgence, may send a Bible toa 
desulate family ; may become a radiato- 
ry point of * grace and ‘ruth’ to a neigh. 
bourhood of error and vice 3 and that a 
number of such contributious made at 
really noexpense, may illumine a large 
tract of country, and successive genera. 
tions of immortals.in that celestial know- 
ledge, which shall secure their present 
and their future felicity. 

But whatever be the portion between 
expectation and experience, thus much 
is certain. We shall satisfy our convic- 
tion of duty—we shall h--e the praise of 
high endeavours for the highest ends— 
we shall minister to the blessedness of 
thousands, and tens of thousands, of 
whom we may never see the faces, nor 
hear the names. We shall set forward 
a system of happiness which will go on 
with accelerated motion and augmented 
vigour, afier we shall have finished our 
career; and confer upon our children, 
and our children’s children, the delight 
of seeing the wilderness turned intoa 
fruitful field, by the blessing of God up- 
on that seed which their fathers sowed, 
and themselves watered. In fine, we 
shall do our part toward that expansion 
and intensity of light divine, which shall 
visit in its progress, the palaces of the 
creat, and the hamlets of the small, until 
the whole « earth be full of the know- 
ledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover 
the sea !” 

"8+ 2a me 
THE BIBLE. 
FROM AN OLD AUTHOR. 

A nation must be truly blessed if it 
were governed by no other laws -than 
those of this blessed books it is so com- 
plete a system that nothing can be added 
to it or taken from it: it contains every 
thing needful to be known or done; it 
affords a copy for a king, (Deut. xvii. 5.) 
and a rule for a subject; it gives in- 
struction and counsel to a senate; au- 
thority and directiou for a magistrate: it 
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cautions a witness; requires an impar- 
tial verdict of a jury, and furnishes the 
judge with his sentence ; it seis the hus- 
pand as lord of the househeld, and the 
wife as mistress of the table; tells him 
how torule, and her how to manage. It 
entails honor to parents, and enjoins obe- 
dience to children : it prescribes and h- 
mits the sway of the sovereign, the rule 
of (he ruler, and authority of the master ; 
commands the subjects to honor, and the 
servants to obey ; and promises the bles- 
sing and protection of its Author to all 
that walk by its rules. It ves direc- 
tion for weddings and for burials it pre- 
mises food and raiment, and limits the 
use of both; it points out a faithful and 
an eternal Guardian to the departing 
husband and father; tells him with whom 
to leave his fatherless children, and in 
whom his widow is te trust; (Jer. xlix. 
11.) and promises a father to the former, 
and a husband to the latter. It teaches 
a man how to sit his house in order, and 
how to make his will: it appoints a dow- 
ry for the wife, and entails the right of 
the first born ; and shews how the youn- 
ver branches shall be left. It defends 
the rights of all: and reveals vengeance 
to every defrauder, over-reacher and op- 
pressor. Itis the first book, the best 
book, and the oldest book in all the 
world. It contains the chiocest matter, 
gives the best instruction, and affords the 
greatest pleasure and satisfaction that 
ever was revealed. It contains the best 
laws & profoundest mysteries that ever 
were penned. It brings the best of tid- 
ings, and affords the best of comfort to 
the enquiring and disconsolate. It ex- 
hibits life and immortality, and shews the 
way to everlasting glory. It is a orief 
recital of all that is past, and a certain 
prediction of all that is tocome. It set- 
tles all matters in debate, resolves all 
doubts, and eases the mind and consci- 
ence of all their scruples. It reveals the 
only living and true God, and shews the 
way tohims; and sets aside all other 
gods, and describes the vanity of them, 
and of ali that trust in them. In short, 
it isa book of laws to shew right and 
wrong ; and a book of wisdom that con- 
demns all folly, and makes the foolish 
wise; a book of truth, that detects a!l 
hes, and confutes all errors ; and a book 
of life, that shews the way from everlast- 
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ing death. It is the most compendious 
book in all the world ; the most authen- 
tic, and the most entertaining history 
that ever was published ; it contains the 
most early antiquities, strange events, 
wonderful occurrences, heroic deeds, 
unparalleled wars, It describes the ce- 
lestic!, terrestial, and infernal worlds 3 
and the origin of the angelic myriads, 
human tribes, aud infernal legions. It 
will instruct the most accomplished me- 
chanic, and the profountest artist; it 
will teach the best rheterician, and ex- 
ercise every power of the most skillul 
arithmetician ; (Rev. xiii. 18.) puzzie 
the wisest anatomist, and exercise ‘he 
nicest critic. It corrects the vain pluio- 
supher, and guides the wise-astronomer : 
it exposes the subtle sephist, and makes 
diviners mad. It is a complete code of 
laws, a perfect body of divinity, and uue- 
qnalled narrative; a book of lives. a 
book of travels, and a book of voyages. 
It is the best covenant that ever was 
agreed on; the best deed that ever was 
sealed ; the best evidence that ever was 
produced; the best will that ever was 
made, and the best testament that ever 
was signed. To understand it, is to be 
wise indeed; to be ignorant of it, is to be 
destitute of wisdom. It is the king’s 
best copy, the magistrate’s best rule, the 
housewite’s best guide, the servant’s best. 
djrectory,and the young man’s best com- 
panion. It is the school-boy’s spelling 
book, and the learned man’s master- 
piece: it contains a choice grammar for 
a novice, and a profound treatise for a 
sage: itis the ignorant man’s dictionary, 
and the wise man’s directory. It affords 
knowledge of witty inventions for the in- 
genious, and dark sayings for the grave ; 
aud it isits own interpreter. It encou- 
rages the wise, the warrior, the racer, and 
the overcomer; and promises an eter- 
nal reward to the conqueror. And that 
which crowns all is, that the Author is 
without partiality, and without hypocri- 
cy,—* iu whom is no variableness, nor 
shadow of a turning.” 
© 
A GLIMPSE AT HEAVEN. 

As the day will come wherein God will 
destroy all the workers of iniquity,so the 
day will comme, O pious soul ; the day will 
certainly come, when the gracious God 
vill reward and crown all that love his 
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commandments, and seek the glory he 
has made themior. Why do ye mourn, 
ye children of light, to Bow long the 
promises of bliss? You who feed on the 
pleasant fruits of piety, and the continu- 
al feast of a good conscience ; who taste 
already the sweetness of hope, and here- 
after shall be satisfied with the fulness of 
fruition, what can molest your happy 
state, whom the God of glory has chosen 
for himself; whom he has adopted into 
his honorable family, and designed for 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven? That 
blessed kingdom where all delights a- 
bound, and whence sorrow and tears are 
for ever bahished ; where none are sick, 
grow old, or die; where all flourish in 
yerfect health, and live an immortal life 
in all the beauty and vigour of eternal 
youth; Wliere none are perplexed with 
cares or fears; but all dwell secure and 
free forever ; where we shall no more be 
subject te change; no more be exposed 
to danger of temptation ; no more shall 
we be crossed by others, nor ever dis- 
guste with our own passions. There a 
serene tranquility shall always dwell 
within us,and innumerable joys be round 
about us: joy in the exceilency of our 
glorified bodies; joy in the perfection of 
our enlarged souls; joy in the suciety of 
saints; joy in the glorious comer] of 
angels; joy in the ravishing sight of our 
beloved Jesus; joy in the blissful union 
with the adorable Deity: all shall be joy, 
love and peace, and all endure for eter- 
nal ages. Left, then, the servants of our 
Lord rejoice and sing, “ Sweet is the 
yoke of thy love, O Jesus; and light is 
the burden of thy commands.” But, O! 
how far more rich are thy faithful pro- 
mises P how infinitely greater thy glori- 
ous rewarils, when every divine virtue 
in us shall there be rewarded with its 
proper crown and glory? The humble 
there shall be highly exalted, & the poor 
in spirit shall B@ preferred to be kings. 
The meele shall possess the holy land,and 
the mourners be comforted with eternal 
refreshments. ‘The clean of heart shall 
see the God of purity, and the lovers of 
peace shall have the privilege of his chil- 
dren. Vhey who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness shal! be fil/ed,and the mer- 
ciful will be entertained withthedind en - 
braces of mercy. They who su fier perse- 
cution lov rightenusness sake shailreceive 


a great reward. They shall bless bac} 
charitable hand that wasassistant to thei, 
happiness. They shall praise & admire the 
provident mercies of their God, and sine 
aloud the victories of his grace.—Wiy) 
joyful wonder they shall say, “Is this 

the reward of the little pains we took 3 

Are these the repairs or the petty losses 

we suffered? Happy we who denied 

ourselves a few toys, ane are now ad. 
vanced to these high felicities. Millions 
of years shall pass away, and our glory 
shall but then seem to begin: yea, when 
millions of millions are past, our glory 
shall be no nearer to its end !” 

—2-+ oo 

LINES, 

On o serving a Diamond Cross suspended from 
the Necklace of a youny Lady, who was alicht. 
ing froma Carriage at the Door of Covent 
Garden Thentre. 

Ai take away that Cross, nor Jet it shine 

The false fair emblem of a love divine: 

Can Christi with Belial ever make a truce? 

Or works #f dui kness works of light produce? 

If'so, let this world’s pleasure have thy praise, 

Nor seek f r happinees in Wisdom’s ways, 

Go, let the Play-house thy affections share, 

And scurn to pass an hour in secret prav’r : 

Disdain the converse of the Saints on earth, 

And give thy time to pastime and to mirth: 

Sut be consistent; Jay aside that gem, 

Which must, if tho’t upon, thy course condemn. 

Profess not fmendship for the Saviour’s cause 

Whist under foot thou tramplest all his laws. 

Let not the beauieous signet on thy breast, 

Whilst thouw’rt in league with Satan, be carest 

But bid the one, or other quick depart ; 

For Christ must have the undivided heart. 





The Methodist General Conference in 
their late sesssion in Batimore, elected 
tte Rey. Enoch George and the Rev. /o- 
bert R. Roberts, Assistant Bisheps of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the Uni- 
ted States. 





Gov. Smith has been elected President 
of the Connecticut Bible Society. ‘This 
Society since its establishment has dis- 
tributed nearly 15,000 Bibles. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Communication has been received 
from “ A Spectator.” We could uot 
insert it this week for want of room. 


E> Communications for the Menitor 
eve to be addressed | post-paid | to PuHi.ir 
Do-Var, the publisher. 
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